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Marian Jonfonen: First, lel's talk about what you remember about pur grandparents, or the older Gmes |
wolldn't remember. When did Grandpa and Grandma Koski come to America and what can you tell
abuul thet?

Anna Neva: Tdon't know for sure, I believe they came to Michigan in 1880.

MJ: Did Grandpa and Grandma come together?
AN: Mo, Grandpa came first in 1880, then Grandma came in [884. four years later,

WLI: Did they come by boat, most likelv since they didn’t travel by plane then.

AN: Yes, by boat. | think they came to Redridge. Of course Grandpa worked there, in Michigan,
in the mines. And there was a mill there too. Grandma came four years later, She had four children with
hee: Andrew, Matt, Anna, and Mary.

Wz They were the oldest ones?
AN: They were the oldest ones, bom in Finland.

MJ: [ suppose Grandps had to cam money first in order to send money back to her to come? Do you
have pry iden what prompted them to come o America in the first place? Was it becnuse fimes were 50
hard in Finland?

AN: Sesk a better living | guess. That’s what a lat of them were doing, coming over 1o
Michigan, some also to the Tron Range, bul they settled in Michigan.

MJ: Yes, | remember so many talking about it that the Uimes were hard. Was that during the famine in
Finland, even at that time?
AM: Well, I don’t know, bt it was hard to make a living,

MJ: Yes, so many came at thal tme. Do you know if Grandpa and Grandma Koski were Christians when
they camc?

AN: That I'm not surg about. 1 really don’t know. Somewhere along the ling, when they wers in
Michigan 1 guess, and 1 think it was about that time whén Heideman started coming, soon after that,
maybe that’s where they learned of Christianity. 1 don’t know how much they knew about it in Finland.

M.I: Then the rest of the family was bom in Michigan, which included whom?
AN: Amelia, Lydia, Hilda, Mimmi, and Esther.

MJ: And Lydia was our mother. Do vou know at aJ.[{l]Ley lived in Bedridee? Did you ever get to see the
place where they lived, the house?

AM: Mo, They had sowe kind of howse, a bigp house, hey ran 8 bourding house al that Gme. See
that*s where our father ceme first too, most of them had a place to comc to, boarding howscs. Sa it must
have besn a bigger house to have quite a few stay there afier working in the mines. [ don't koow ow Llong
they ran it then because 1 think they moved o Budyard, Michigan, then too.

M.J: The grandparcnis?

AN: ¥es, the prandparents. [ don’t know how it came about that [incle Matt was living in
Rudyard, most likely he was on a farm and mayvhe that’s where the grandparents went. That’s where they
Came to.

MI: Uncle Mall was our grandparents’ son?
AN: Yes, Matt Koski



KT And whesn he grew up he moved o Budyard?

AN: Yes, he must have when ha married, but I don’t know if he married there or in Redridge,
hut thats where they were on the farm cause they had cattle and from there Uncle Matt came to NID 1o
homestoad,

WLT: BMNow we’ll switch -and talk abowt owr Dad, Ouo Hermala, and his vears and then we'll get to this point
where Dad and Mother got together. Dad came to America when?
AN: At the turn of the century, latc 1880°s.

ML Wasn't he sboul 21 years old when he came? And be came to this bosrding house?
AN: Yes, he must have come, probably knew about it. The area wasn’t such a big place.

BJ: That must be where he met Mother.
AN: Yes, must have been,

&iJ: Dad worked in the mines, didn’t he?
AN: Mo, he worked in the mill. There was a mill in that town. The Frieds Mill they used to call

it. He was a fireman there. [ don't kiow what they really did there, “Kupari mylly.” Must have been
something to do with the mines.

MJ: Did Dad himself cver worlk in the mines?

AM: WMot thar I know of, he worked at the mill. It wes awfully hot He msed (o get those terrible
headaches, remember, in Morth Dakota? He used to get those temible headaches and T heard him say that
he was working on such a kot dav and thar’s what caused it.

MJ: So then Dad met Mother and they pot married over there, and 1 suppose he kept on working in the
rrill it that time.

ANM: Yah, he was working there. Then they had four of us children: Anna, Henry, Heino, and
helma, all born in Redridge, Michigan. They lived in 2 company house, the mining company bud
company howses for them to live in. | don®t know if they bought them or not but 1 think they might have
besn rented, reasonable rate,

MJ: So they must have been there 5 or 6 years after they were marricd hefore they moved to Marth
Dalcota,
AM: Ttwas 1908 when they moved o Morth Dakota. Melma was 4 months old

AE: 4 month old. How did they come, do you remember?
AM: They came by irain.

MJ: Did they all come together?

AN: Yes, we all came together. And we came to Uncle Matt Koski®s. He was on the farm there,
saftled in, had been there for many years already, and Grandpa and Grandma were living there already
with theim (oo.

MJ: Oh at that time already when you came, Grandpa and Grandma were slready there with them too?
ANz Yah,

MJ: [ vou remember anything about your trip coming?
ANM: Faintly, not much but | kind of remember a little of the train ride.

MJ: Miust have been a long ride,

AM: Yes, Lsuppose | don't know how leng it took in those days, A couple days or more, But
that | remember when we el from Howghton, T don’t know bow we oot theee, mist bave been horse and
buggy. but then we had 2 ways to go to the depot, and [ wouldn®™t go in that bugey, | was afsid of it. So |
biad to walk with Diad so it coubdn’t have been too long 3 ways to go. | wouldn’t go in that huggy.
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MJ: You were just afraid of the buggy, you remember that much about it anyway. Do you know, did
they have furniture that they took along, or ¥
AN: 1 don't know, T don’t think they did. T don't think they brought any of that

WIT: They just wont themsslves.
AN: Yah, then we stayed at Uncle Mant Koski’s, We didn't stay there too long, cause he
prohably hed known of a place already where Ded could go.

MI: Did vou come to Perth?
AN: We came to Perth, North Dakota on the train and we stayed there, 1t was August, We didn't
stay there too awfully long. But it was in the full anyhow when they maved to the Adams place,

MJ: Do you remember anything about thar, when you moved there or about the place?
AM: Mo, not much,

MJ: Mow whene was this Adams’ place?
ANz That was cast of Perth.

MJ: Straight east from Perth?
AN: Straight cast, what is that road that goes there, T don’t remember. And who lives there.
Bensons used o live there,

M.J: Yes, well thal woutd have been a little north and east of Merth then.
AN: Well maybe it was, T think it was about 3 miles or 50 from Perth.

MJ: Where was Matt Koski living at that time? When you went to his place first, where was his farin
located?
AM: 1t was there, across fom our farm, the Taylor place, where we mrew up.

MJ: Presently, i's Walfred Halone's place, vsed to be the Adams’ place.
AMN: That's where we came. They had their own family there, alsp Grandpa and Grandma too,
lot of people around.

MI: So probably Matt Koski or somebody had found this place where Dad and Mother and the family
could lve.
AN: Yoz, he must have.

MJ: Did Dad start farming there?
AN:  Yes, he started farming then cause I remember around the country, the farmers all around
there pave chickens, couple chickens to the folks, and somebody gave a call Or must bave been a cow.

MJ: Wasn't that something? Just to help them get started.
AN: To help them get started. | don't know of other cattle but I suppose they had something o
pet their milk.

MJ: What did they use for transportstion? [Rd Dad get homses right away?
AN: Well he muost have. TTad o have horses to get around, to get to town.

MJ: Yes, to get supplies. Course | guess in those days they didn’t need much supplies but they still they
had to get there somectime.

AN: Well | suppose he had (o have horses cause he started farming there, | don't know what he
did in the fall but ...



MLI: Hard to koo if e started fall work nght away.
AN: So how he got that, but as long as he was on the farm he must have had to get something to
start farming with,

MI: [t would be interesting o keeow what bee got and how he acguired it? Did he have enough money 1o
begin with to buy it?

AN: Yes, he had money when he came from Michigan. He had saved money, wages weren't hig
there, was it a dollar and a half a day or something, 10 howr days, but | preess thar's what prompled him o
make & move and I guess he kept in touch with Uncle Matt and them, and 1 imagins tha's why he moved.
hust have thought for an casier way of living, 1 don’t know how much easier it was.

MJ: I'm sure it was a lot of hard work and they had lots of hardships there too but | puess we just never
really thought fo ask Prad af the time, just how did it come about, how did vou pel your machinery and
what did you get and where did vou pet them.

ANz Yes,

WEI: Mow we'll switch here to Lincle Mait Koski, who was Mother’s brother. He was the only brother,
the only son the prandparents had then, although yvou mentioned that Andrew [another son] had come
with them from Finland, but what happened to him?

AM; e was Killed 10 the woods, He was |4 years old and 2 tree fell on kim. Must have worked
in the woods. T duink they might have been in BEudyard then st that time,

ML= 1 wonder where his grave would be?
AN: I do not know. I wouldn't know.

MJ: It just dawned oo mie now, tinking of iL
AM:  Ope could inguire in BEudyard iF they would know anything,

MJ: We'd have tn have s little idea of what vear it was,
AN: Or would it be in Redridge but I don’ know if they would have been there anymorne al thal
Larmees.

BT Tt just dawned on me now, where 15 his grave.
AM: He's buried there somewlere in Michigan, either Redridge or Rudyard.

MJ: Amyway, Uncle Matt had marred in Michigan too, and did they have the family already there which
included whao.
AN: TFour children: Hilja, Helmi, John, and Fanny.

MJ: Were they all hom over there?
AM: They were afl born in Rudyard,

M.I: OK, then they had coine to the Perth, NI area also several years before our folks did,

AN: Yes, well Uncle Matt homesteaded a farm east of Perth too, the Matt Sasri’s place, that
used to be his it homestead. Yes, | don’t know low long he was there, not very long, but he went back
te Rudyard. T den't remember how long he stayed, but he ceme back again and he went to this other
place, anelher farm, the Walfred Halone farm. e must have beeanse | don’t know what happened o that
ollier farm iF he over went back there.

MLI: They were living then on that farm, but how did it come about that be was nmming & community
store or grocery store in Perth? Was he doing that at the same time he was farming?

ANz Well, he moved into town, yes, and be rented the farm. My folks moved on the farm. They
moved on s ferm and ke went to five in Perth.



MJ: How long was that then?
AN: That was in 1920, | guess.

M.J: Had the folks Bved on this Adams® place all that fime?

AN: Well, they lived on that place and brother Alfred was born on Adams’ plece. He was the
omly one. Then lie moved on what is the home place now, the Taylor place. Then from there he maved on
tex the Wilson place.

MJ: And the Wilson place was about one-half mile from the Finnish Apostolic Cemetery.
AN: But they weren't there very long canse from there they moved on to Linele Mait's farm
wlhen he moved inio town.

MJ: In the meantime Unele Matl had been farming but . . .
AN: He farmed, and then he mowved o town.

MJ: What were the cireumstancas, why he quit farming, do vou know?
AN: [ don™t know, but he moved into town and they bought that store in Perth, with the Juntunen
brothers.

M= He went together with them in the store business?
AN: Yes, and Alfred Poterson was nmning the place, he was the manager.

MT: Ob, Alfred Peterson, who is our cousin, He is Anna Koski®s son. And Uncle Matt, from what T
understand and have heard, he was repbly a good hearted man and he really helped a lot of the farmers ot
thers and a lot of the people that moved there

AN: He was weil off on the farm,

M.I: He hed made some money on the fann and then be ot the store so he was & good hearted man snd
he wanted o help the farmers too and he wonld give them credit so thev could get their groceries and not
have to pay it until they got their crops in, in the fafl.

AN That's what they were doing, all of them in those days.

ML ¥es, everyone was doing that in those days too,
AN: Thev trusted the people then.

MJ: And I'm sure everybody paid back what they could but I suppase there came hard times, 1 imagine
and =ome couldn’t pav.

AMN:  There were some that couldn't and he shooldersd iL

M.1: That fell on his shoulders and 1 guess he just couldn’t make a go of il anymaore. But like you were
talking once about our Dad that when (he crop ceme in he went and paid his debt,
AN: It was at the Agncberg Store then, | guess it was there then at that lime already.

M.: Is that the same store that Uncle Mate had that was then Agneberg’s Store?
AMN: No, no that was another store, There were three peneral stores in Perth at that time. Mo, i1
was another store, It was Haskins store, Unele Matt bought it from Haskins.

MJ: What else was there in Perth at that time? It was kind of a booming Bittle town, wasn*t i#7

AN: Oh yes, it was a lively town. There were two banks, a Bvery stable, a couple cafis, a post
office, shoe shop, Saukkoles wsed to have that shoe shap, and there quite & fow Finnish people moved into
towen, living in Perth, Pete Juntunen, Jake Juntunen. Uncle Matt, and others too.

;. Then vou said thees general stores but they had clothing and other things too.
ANM:  Yes, they had everything there,



M.J: Almost like the shopping mall of today.
AN: There was a creamery where farmers hrought cream, a little ways from the Haskins store, a
service station . .

MJ: Like Guy Thayer used to run. OF course they had the school there.
AMN: They had a hig school there. There were lots of people living there.

MJ: [ mysctf don’t remember the banks bul I remember seeing the bank buildings. 1 don't remember

when the banks were in operation cause [ was (o0 YOURE,
AN: Raother and Gergin = they ran both banks.

M.J: What cver happened to those banks? Did they go broke too?
AN: Closed the doors!

MJ: Did people lose money in these banks? Do you remember?

ANz | know Dad lost some in that Rother’s bank. He did all his business there, Was it in the [all
ar when, anyhow he hed some saved, | suppose not an awful lot, but these days a few hundred dollars was
a lot of money. He lost that. [ don't remember the sum but he lost some when they closed the doors. That
was it

WET: Why did they close the doors, do you remember? Was it that times were 5o hard?
AMN: Times got bad. That must have been somewhere in the 19205 and early 30s when the
miarket crashed. [ was about that bme, T guess.

MJ: Course there were banks that went broke all over, you know.
AN: Yes, I suppose they had given 50 much o and nothing coming in.
Grain prices fell, and the price .. . . 50 there you were,

MJ: Then the folks anyway were on this Tavior place, then came to Uncle Matt's famm. In the meantime
what heppened to Tincle Matt?
ANz Well he ltved in Perth ewhile, but then he moved to Cokato.

MIJ: 1f ] remember right, I think he only lived in Cokato about three years, till he passed away.
AN: Yes, it wasn’t very long.

MJ: How long was he a speaker, do vou remember?

ANz Well, T went to his conlimmation so il must have been some tme before that. I might have
been 1917 or 1918, 1 would have heen how old? 1 would have heen abowt 14 years old to confirmation.
Mayhe 1916 or 1917, somewhere in there.

M.I: So he was a speaker hefore that. [id he make & few trips to Canada also, preaching irips?

AN: 1 don’t remember if he did bt he must have pone there, like to New Finland and [ suppose
he went to Dunbliane oo cause (wo of themn, Aot Mimmie and Esther, were living there at that time. ['m
sure he made trips there.

MJ: Do you remember anything about his speaking days in the Perth area when that church was
established?

AM: Yes, well Simonson pave the land, [ don’t know when it would have been, bt then they
wenl on o Canada and i was must been about that ime when he must have started speaking, then Kakela
staried ton. About that time amvhow cavse | went to his confirmation school, and [ don™t kmow if they had
confirmation classes before that,



MJ: Do you remember, did they used to have church every Sunday?
AN: Yoz, every Sunday, [ don't know sometimes in the morming maybe most of the time in the
morning and sometimes in the afternoon oo,

MJ: Then Mz moved to Cokato. What did he die of?
AN: | really don't know, but he was sick already when he moved then:. [ really don’t know,

MLI: They had the four children as you said, so they wens our cousins: John, Helmi, Hilja and Fanny.
MJ: And Hilja martied Tenry Mickelson and they were neighbors of us, just one mile north of
our place, and we were always good frends with them.

AN: Helmi lved on the TTalone place, by hrs. Saima Halone's.
MJ: Then they moved o Hansboro area’f

M. And that's where her husband died, who was Ed Martin.
AN: Yes. He died of TB. Then she had the two children, Amald and Effie, then she moved to
Cnkato where her parents lived.

M Then eventually she remarried, 1o George Wuotila, and they lived in the Cokato area but since then
he has died and she makes her home now more or less in Flonids for the winter.
AN: Sheis &4 now, will be 85 now this fall.

M.J: She's the only one remaining of that family anymore.

MJ: Going hack to our Grandpa Fosks, they were still living on that farm, now called the
Waltred Halone place, would you say something about his {Gramdpa's) death. How old was he at the
timie, do vou remember?

ANz T don't remember but he must have been in his 60s. T think this happened in 1915, in the fall,
threshing time. What happened was, sister Melma used to stay at Koski’s a lot and Grandpa went to get
the cows, they had a big pasture, they went to got the cows from the pasture. They walked, Fanny and
sister Melma were along. They wers way oul there in the pasture brnging the cows home. Grandpa told
the pirls, you take the cows home there, for milking, and I'1] get the bull. And he got left behind. When
Grandpa didn’t come and the girls had looked back, it must have been by a fence somewhere, they saw
the bull was after Grandpa. The girls ran up to the house and must have said the bull is petting after
Grandpo, and somebody ran up to the threshing machine, a litthe weys out there, to go tell the men to
come there and help him. They came and got Grandpa out of there but Bis chest was crushed already.
They brought himm there in the house at Uncle Maid's.

MI: Do vou know if he died right away?
AN: No, | don’t think he died right away but he didn’t live too long afler. Yes, T guess they had
the doctor come but he was 50 badly crushed that he didn*t make i

MJ: My goodness. Must have been a horrifving experience for them all.
AM: Yes, hard for Grandma too, T elways remember that she took it hard.,

NI Wasn't e quite trusting of this bull?

AM: Yes, he wouldn’t let them tie him up, They had mentioned many times that ke should be
tied up cause you never know, But he never would listen to that That was his pet, he had mised him from
a calf, one of those Ayrshire breeds, so that’s what heppened.

MJ: The bulf just pot mad and . . . goodness sakes. Do you remember, did they kill the bull?

AN:  Well, the men come from the field with pilchforks and got afier the hall. 1 guess they
bulchered him. [ don't know if they could eat that meat, bt . . . it was something about it. Whatever
happened I don' know,
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MJ: That's something we always remember in o family that our Grandpa was killed by a bull.
Did Grandma continee to hive there with Uncle bMatt?

AN: Yah, she lived there. Oh, T don’t know, she got paralyzed. But [ don’t know if she was
paraiyzed before that or thereabouts, She had a stroke. T don’t know which side it was cause she couldn’t
talk. She lived there awhile and then Aunt Anna took her in and took care of her, She lived there awhile
T,

MJ: Where was Aunt Anna living at that time then?
AN: She lived by Perth, They lived on a farm by Perth.

MY She was mammied to a Pelerson,
AN: Tenry Petcrson.

WLI: So she wok Grandma in and took care of her.
AN: | guess she had her until she died then, nol Lo awiully long.

MJ: 1fI remember the daies fght, about three years hetween the time Grandpa died wntil she died So
hoth our Grandpa and Grandma are buried then in the Finnish cemetery there.

MI: What can you tell about your voung days, Anna? You mentioned about ahways going to town with
the horse and buggy. Tell ime something about those days.

AN: Well, our parents had a horse and beggy, mother used to go (o lown like that to get the
proceries. She’d po once & week (o town, take the cream to town. She'd leave early in the morning and
she'd be back by noon. She’d go to Perth. That was about 5 or & miles.

MJ: 7 miles 1 think.
AN: Yah, 7, and she used 1o go around that other road, what did they call that road, she took that
road by where the Petersons lived on that Miller place. She used to stop there to rest

MLY: Where was the Miller place?
AN: Well, do you know where Heartso®s was? Mot too far from there. On that road past Martin

lohnson’s.

MLI: Aroimd Krogstads, Martins _ . .
AN: Martin Johnson's, it was a little farther up, maybe a mile.

MJ: Arcund the Gronna clevator,
AN: Yah, but they didn't live there, they lived on that road that went straight to Perth and then
along the railrozd track.

WLI: Did the kids get to go to town with Maother?
AN: Mot very oftern 1 don™t remember that. We had to stay bome and take care of the family.
Men were oul o the field amd we had to stan dinmer.

M.I: Did she take any of the kids with her when she went?
AM: Mot very offen. Mo, She’d do her emands and come back home,

WMLI: Those were the pood old davs. Can you see the women of today poing out with a horse amd bueggy
going shopping?

ANz She had fo take the cream 1o town, buy the grocenes, pel the mail and | suppose that was it
I dom't kmow if the mail was even delivered yel in those days, [ think later on delivery service came on the
T,



MJ Who were some of the ather familics who came thers around the same time, names some ol the
other families who moved into that area? | imagine they more or less all came from Michigan, and they'd
come from Finland in the first plece. You talked about Saukkola, he vsed to have & shoe shop, Didn’t he
also run a sauna in Perth?

AN: 1don't know if he bad seuna or nod but he did have a shoe shop.

M.z Well he used to have a sauna at one time, maybe it was just for his own purpose because the: sauna
that was an that farm was a Saukkola sausa, and they had boughit that sauna.
AN: Yes [ puess be must have had one,

MJ: There were Saukkola’s and who were some of the other people there then?
AN: Jake Junfuncn's, Pele Juntunen®s and Koski's.

MJ: And Tapenilla’s and there were a ot of these people there, or did they come later?
AN: Tapanilla's didn’t live in Perth that I keow of, bot he might have nm the sauna for people.

MJ: Or else maybe it was his own sauna
AN: Yes, maybe for his own use, Thet's where Drad bought that sauma then.

MJ: Yes, hecawse it had been this “sisille limpel™ (or wanming inside) [i.e. savu saunal becavse |
remember it was always black, so black inside, but cventuslly then we painted it, fixed a different kind of
stove and it was painted white then. Oh, wasn't theee those Lehtinen’s who moved at the time?

AN: Yah, that was around. . .

BT Was that around the same Gme that the folks came?
AN: From Michigan? Oh no, no, they didn’t come until after the war years, around that time,
graund 1918 or s0.

MJ: Who were some of the other people that moved about that time, some of the names you mentioned?
AN: Thuose from Michigan, thers were Hill's, Pictela’s, Snelling’s Kippola's, and Savaloja s,
There were five larmities that came,

WLT: Whatever happened to them?
AMN:  Well, they were on farms but that didn’t appeal to them so they went back to Michigan.
They waren't here ton fong.

MI: Is it KippolasT or Kilpela's?
ANz Eippola’s.

MJ: There’s an older couple in Phoenix named Kippala. | wonder il they would be any relation to the
Kippolas who came.

AM: 1 don't think these people had any children becawse Paol Anderson used to work there. He
used 1o stay there for years and years when he was a young fellow,

M.J: The Phwenix Kippoles came from Mew York.
AN: Must be different ones cause | don’t think these Kippolas had any children,

MJ: It must have been later, in about what vears, 1920°s and 1925, when some of the other people came.
Like Valikainen's and Mattson's. When have them come? Sormula’s? Tuomala’s?
AN: That I really don’t know, Must have been early 1920°s,



MJ: Taparilla’s?

AN: Oh, Tapanilla’s I think they were here longer than we were. 1 think that was their
homestead place. Yes, and Kaapo Hemminki, vou know across from Tapanilla’s, That was his homestead
place, Anvhow they lived tiere.

M.J: 5o meny of them came and homesteaded there, but our Dad didn’t?
ANM: Mo, our 12ad didn'L

M.J: But Matt Koski did, you said.
AMN: Yes, and the Hemmings, They moved on the farm on the hill, Sormala’s used 1o live there
hut they moved somewhers else and then | guess later years they bought that farm.

MJ: Then there were Koppinen's and Raisanen’s. Who were some of the athers, let’s try recall. Who
else. I'm thinking about the church people, the Christians families who where thene ut the fime.
AMN: Have you asked Sylvia, does she know?

Mz Mo, I haven’ now.
AN: Must have been in the 208 sometime, like Valaiki's, T don’t know if they came from
Michigan or where they came from.

MI: Like Pahkama's. I remember Hilde saving that evidently they came from the old country and carme
tes Michigan, but then they lived in Montana and came from Mongana to Dakota. So everybody didn't just
move from Michigan o Dakota,

AN: o, like Kakela's and Neva's, they lived in Montana. Yes, in Butte Montana. That's where
they came to North Dakata from and filed a homestead. Wayne’s dad had a homestead there too, aerass
from where Henry Mickelson lives, that windmill is probably up there yet, T don't know if it is, maybe
not,

WLT: Probahly not any mose.
AN: Red Lodge Montana, that's where they came from. Red Lodge. I have the family Bible.

MJ: Do you know, had they come o Michigan first too, or did they come straight?

AN: Yes, they had come to Michigan, Neva's had come to Michigan, and I guess in the
mesntime they had gone to Montana. From there they came o Dakota. That musl have been in the fatc
1880°s cause that's where they were all bom thers except Wayne and his brother Emil. Emil got sick and
died. And who else? There was somebody else that came from there ton. They all setiled around that same
little preo.

MJ: Between Rolls and Perth and Rock Lake area.
ANz Well they were all on that one road — Mickelsons, Tapanillas, Hemmings, and Neves and
Kakelas. They were all on that one poad, were they within a mile of each other.

MJ: Then it wasn’'t too far from where the clureh was either, when they established the chiureh and the
cemetery. IU's oo bad that we don't even really have any decent pictures ol that church, do we?
AN: Don't we?

MJ: 1 think there is only what was taken at confirmation time, when they'd have the confirmation kids
standing outside. | know my confirmation picture is that way too, we're standing outside by the church
and all you can see is the background of the church.

ANz We don’t have pictures, | don't know if people took any then,

MF: That's just it, they didn't take much pictures in those days, Anyway . . . there wasn't unyone (0 go

te that church anymaore so they decided to buy this church in Rolla in 1931 or wheaever il was, about that
time. Bt a lot of those people wha did come at that time did stick it out in ferming and staved there for
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the rest of their lives, like Mattsons and Valikais and Raisanens and Pahkamas. They stuck 1t out, imes
weren't very good 1'm sure.
AN: They made a po of it somehow,

MJ: You mentioned about this country school that was there by Luckett’s or Currie’s or where was it?
AN: There uscd to be one o one-room school out in the country. 1£1 could drive on that Perth
razd 1 could point the place cut.

MJ: Was it close to the Perth road?

AN: Going to Perth, maybe half or one mile off, by Cueries, | don't know who farms that place
auw. But that's whers e school hed been, on that road anyhow that went to Curries. Cause Aunl Esther
Simonson (then Koski) went to that school. She knew the Luckeits.

MJ: Was she the only cne who was school age at that time, or why was she the only onc that went to that
school?

AN: She must have been. Later on they got this two-room Monroe school, a township schoal, but
T suppose the other was just a one-moom school then.

MJ: Right, thai's the way they nsed to have them then.
AN: DBut then they had this Monroe school, onc-room school in the township and they were
being haunled over there.

M.J: [3a vou remember what year that might have been built?
AM: That T don™t kmooar,

MJ: Did you go to Monroe school?

AN: 1 did, when T started school, T must have been 6 yr old. 15908 when we came 5o | don’t know
if | started school that fall or did T start school the following year. But it was there then already in 1908.
Well, it must have been there, ves, before [ started, shorthy before that because that's where we went, The
Kuoski's went, we went with Henry, and Hilja and Helmi and we were all going there, and the Peterson
kids feom Asmie down, that were school age,

wJ: [ didn't realize that that school would have been that old.
AN: Tt had to be canse that's where T storted scheol. 1 don't know if they sent vou to schoal at 6
sears old,

MJ: Some went at 3 and some at 6.

AN: Mo, I wasn't 3, | was sbout _ . . what would | have been, would | have tumed 3 that summer
when we moved, or 6, in 1908 from Michigan. We can figure it out, We had a two-room school there in
Monroe school, very nice school.

MJ: 1 remember that too because that's where [ went my 8 years.

AN: My first teacher was Mrs. Serumguard. 1 didn’t know much English when I started schoal,
but the teacher pave me a book and T sat with John Koski, We hed double seats. She gave us bath a book,
and 1 guess somewhere along the way we did leam 10 read.

M.E: ['m sure it must not have been casy cven Tor the teacher. I suppose there were a lot of other kids that
didm’t know any English.
AN: Well first graders. | suppose they couldn't read either unless they were taupht.

M. Tell ahout when Mother was expecting sister Senia and when she was bom.

AN: Tt was the twins that were bor in [208 dusing the flu year [Semie was a (win]. Mother was
sick most of the time and everybody in the family was sickly, beds all over the floor and every place. §
was the only one that really wasn't sick so | had to sty home all that fall, | didn’t go 1o school before first
of the year canse Mother wasn't fecling good. T was in the Tth grade then.
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MJ: Then she had those babies on Decemnber 27 of what year?
ADN: 1918 when Scniz was bomn and a stillborn twin, a boy.

MI: You went to school the rest of the term then
AN: [ went the rost of the term, but the wacher, Lida B. Turcotte, she helped me to pass twi
subjects in the Tth grade, spelling and civics il was then, | guess i's called something different now.

MJ: We don’t even know the subjects they teach now. You finished your eight grades there at Monroc
school?

AN: Well. in the meantime we had moved to Uncle Matt's place and thal’s where I went 1o
schoal for the eighth grade.

MJ: That's which is now the Walfred Halonc place.
AN: Yes, | had pone to Monroe school all those other years cxcept thal one year.

MI: Where did you po that one year thea?
AN: There in that Lakeview township, that little country school by Borgs.

MJ: Oh, so that®s when you lived on the Wilson place.
AN: Yes, 2o we couldn 't have lived there very long, maybe just that one year.

Ma: (k1 see. That was in a different township so you ended up going to a dilferert schocl, Maonroe
school was quite a nice school in those years, wasn't it?
AN: [t was 2 consolidated school. They had the kids being huuled to school so they dide™t have

to walk.

MJ: It was considered one of the nicest schoals in the area, if' T remember right.
| remember my school years too because for the last years | was the only one from that end of the
township that would come to school so then Dad would always get the school hack driving [job] il was
called. But T was the only one who would come from there anymore. Sometimes we used to stop and pick
up this Heartso girl who stayed with her grandparents on the Currie place. The Currigs were here
grandparents, dpht?

AN: Yes. She was Donna Curnie, then TTeartso. She was the only child they had.

MJ: Thenshe had o daughier, Ruth, which | don’t know why she stayed with the grandparents a lot bul
she went to schaal 5o we'd pick her up then, For zll those years then T was the only one on the schoal
route from that comer anymore, Well, when you went to school, did they deive them with the homses then
or what? [xid you drive yoursel{7

AN: Yes, we went with horses those first vears. Mo, Martin Johnson drove the school hack and
he'd come early in the moming there, about 7:00 o'clock. Henry ard [ were the only ones going to school
then. He had a long route, he went around Gromma, picked up Kreb's I think it was, then they went to
enoter place, named Lamb on the Heartso line, then picked up the Heartso kids, thes he™d come back
horme and pick up his own kids, Pauline and Edna. Then to school. We wers in that hack all that time,
300 o' clock school started. Then rwo hours again coming home. We didn't get home before 6:00 o"clock,
schoal let out at 4:0HL

MJ: In those davs they had school from 9:00 o 4:00. Mot 3:15 like they do these days.

AN: Yes, 9:00 1o 4;00. 1t was a lon dey. But it was warm in the hack, they had a little stove to
keep it warm and Henry and | would lay on the henches and sieep belore we'd get 1o each place. Then
we'd lay down apain when the others left.

MJI: That was o long fide with horses.
ANz [t was a long ride.
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MJ: Martin Johnson drove the school hack (nowadays called school route), drove it for many many
vears, didn't he?

AN: Yes, but then he changed i, well . . . how did he do it now. Somebody took the ather route
and then he had just the horse and hugey come pick us up from the farm. So we went as far as Martin
Johnson’s and we waited there until he came with the others.

MJ: Tape's runming out so time to cpd. Thank you for the intervicw,

Added info:
Anna Herrala Neva and Marian Herrala Juntienen are sisters, the oldest and voungest children of

Ot aned Lydia Koski Herralg, They grew up on a farm near Perth, North Dakota.

* Anma was born July 28, 1903, and died November 27, 1997, She was married o Wayne Neva, aind
they lived most of thelr married iife im Minnegpolis, MN.

* Morign was bore Janugry 27, 1924, She married Reno Juntunen and they lived and farmed near
Hanshare, MD before retiring in 1982 in Menaliga, MN,



